VOCAL IMAGE - PRINTABLE LIST

96 minimal pairs in English

Twelve sound contrasts, eight pairs each. Say each pair out loud: the two words must sound different. IPA is American English.

From vocalimage.app/en/accent/minimal-pairs/.

/I/ Vs /il/ ship and sheep

WORD

ship

live

Fill

sit

hit

bin

chip

slip

Ju/ vs fu:/ fulland fool

WORD

Full
pull
look
could
should
wood
soot
hood

/®/ vs [e/ badand bed

WORD

bad
man
sat
had
pan
bag
track
land

IPA

J1p/
/liv/
/f1l/
/sit/
/h1t/
/bin/
/tJip/
/slip/

IPA

/ful/
/pul/
/luk/
/kud/
/Jud/
/wud/
/sut/

/hud/

IPA

/bad/
/man/
/saet/

/haed/
/paen/
/bzg/
[treek/
/lend/

WORD

sheep
leave
feel
seat
heat
bean
cheap

sleep

WORD

fool
pool
Luke
cooed
shoed
wooed
suit

who'd

WORD

bed
men
set
head
pen
beg
trek
lend

IPA
/izp/
/lizv/
/fitl/
/sitt/
/hizt/
/biin/
/tfizp/
/slizp/

IPA

/fu:l/
/puzl/
/lurk/
/ku:d/
/Juxd/
/wu:d/
/su:t/

/hu:d/

IPA

/bed/
/men/
/set/

/hed/
/pen/
/beg/
/trek/
/lend/

BOTH
CLEAR?

BOTH
CLEAR?

BOTH
CLEAR?


https://www.vocalimage.app/en/accent/minimal-pairs/

/&/ ‘A /I\/ cat and cut

WORD

cat
bag
cap
hat
match
ran
bat

fan

/9/ Vs /S/ think and sink

WORD

think
thing
thick
mouth
path
Faith
theme

worth

[0/ vs [t/ three and tree

WORD

three
thin
thank
thought
both
bath
theme

math

IPA

/kaet/
/bzg/
/kaep/
/haet/
/matf/
/ren/
/baet/
/faen/

IPA

/61nk/
/01n/
/01k/
/maud/
/p=6/
/fe10/
/8izm/
/w3ird/

IPA
/Oriz/
/01n/
/0=nk/
/0o:t/
/bouB/
/bxeb/
/8izm/
/mab/

WORD

cut
bug
cup
hut
much
run
but

fun

WORD
sink
sing
sick
mouse
pass
face
seem

worse

WORD

tree
tin
tank
taught
boat
bat
team

mat

IPA

/kat/
/bag/
kap/
/hat/
/matf/
/ran/
/bat/
/fan/

IPA

/stnk/
/sin/
/sik/
/maus/
/pas/
/fe1s/
/siim/

/w3irs/

IPA
/triz/
/tin/
/tank/
/ooit/
/bout/
/baet/
/titm/

/maet/

BOTH
CLEAR?

BOTH
CLEAR?

BOTH
CLEAR?



/9/ Vs /f/ three and free

WORD

three
thought
thirst
death
Ruth
thin
oath
thrill

/6/ VS /d/ then and den

WORD

then
they
there
those
though
breathe
worthy
lather

/I'/ Vs /l/ right and light

WORD

right
rock
road
rice
fry
grass

correct

pray

IPA
/Oriz/
/0o:t/
/031rst/
/deB/
/ru:@/
/01n/
Joub/
/Or1l/

IPA

/den/
/de1/
/der/
/douz/
/dou/
/brixd/
/'w3:rdi/

/'ledoar/

IPA

/rait/
/ra:k/
/roud/
/rais/
/fraz/
/graes/
/ka'rekt/

/pre1/

WORD

free
fought
First
deaf
roof
fin
oaf
Frill

WORD

den
day
dare
doze
dough
breed
wordy
ladder

WORD

light
lock
load
lice
fly
glass

collect

play

IPA
/friz/
/fart/
/f3irst/
/def/
/ru:f/
/fin/
/ouf/
/fril/

IPA

/den/
/de1/
/der/
/douz/
/dou/
/brixd/
/'w3irdi/

/'leedar/

IPA

/latt/
/la:k/
/loud/
/lais/
/flaz/
/glaes/
/ka'lekt/

/ple1/

BOTH
CLEAR?

BOTH
CLEAR?

BOTH
CLEAR?



/V/ Vs /b/ and /V/ V" /W/ very, berry and wine

WORD IPA WORD IPA EEI::I-:R"
very ['veri/ berry /'beri/
vote /vout/ boat /bout/
van /veen/ ban /baen/
curve /k3irv/ curb /k3:rb/
vine /vain/ wine /wain/
vest /vest/ west /west/
vet /vet/ wet /wet/
verse /v3irs/ worse /wazrs/
/p/ VS /b/ pat and bat
WORD IPA WORD IPA gEE:R?
pat /pet/ bat /baet/
pin /pin/ bin /bin/
pear /per/ bear /ber/
pull /pul/ bull /bul/
cap /kaep/ cab /keb/
rip [rip/ rib /rib/
pig /pig/ big /b1g/
pack /p2k/ back /bak/
/S/ Vs /f/ sip and ship
WORD IPA WORD IPA gEE:R?
sip /sip/ ship /Jip/
sea /siz/ she []iz/
sock /sazk/ shock [Jazk/
sew /sou/ show /Jou/
save /se1v/ shave /ferv/
seat /siit/ sheet [fizt/
mass /mas/ mash /maf/
lease /lizs/ leash Nidf/
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